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Easter Survey 2010 – results 

In the run-up to Easter 2010 Grace Baptist Church carried out an Easter Survey.  The aims were to find out what people believe now, with a view to explaining the relevance of the Easter message.  The results of the survey are below, in two parts.  Part 1 gives a summary of the results with a few brief comments.  All percentage figures in this Part have been rounded to whole numbers.  Part 2 breaks down some of the categories used in Part 1, to reveal in more detail what sort of survey answers lie behind them.  In Part 2 percentage figures are given to two decimal places.  
   Both Parts give results from all the questions on the survey.  The total number of people to complete a survey was 135.
Part 1: Summary of results with comments
Q1) Which religion do you belong to, if any?

	Religion
	%

	Claimed to be Christian
	65

	No religion
	22

	Other
	13


A large majority of people still regard themselves as Christians.  A significant minority (more than a fifth) do not profess any religion.

Q2) What events are remembered at Easter?

	Events mentioned
	%

	Both the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus
	26

	The crucifixion of Jesus (resurrection not mentioned)
	21

	The resurrection of Jesus (crucifixion not mentioned)
	17

	Traditional names of days only 
	4

	Other
	32


If we add the first three rows together, we can see that most people still connect Easter with either the death of Jesus, or his coming back to life, or both.  However, only just over a quarter of those questioned mentioned both.  A small number (4%) only mentioned the traditional names of days at or around Easter time (Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, etc.) without any mention of the events which are remembered on those days.  For examples of the survey answers that the category “Other” represents, see Part 2.

Q3) How did Jesus die?

Most people (92%) got this right – Jesus died by being nailed to a cross.  4% said they didn’t know.

Q4) Why did Jesus die?

	Reason given
	%

	To save people, with reference made to sin
	8

	To save people, with no reference made to sin
	9

	For people’s sins, with no reference made to saving
	10

	For us, with no reference either to sin or saving
	7

	To forgive our sins/provide forgiveness
	3

	Opposition from unspecified authorities
	9

	Opposition from Roman authorities
	7

	Opposition from Jewish authorities
	2

	Opposition, not specified as coming, or only coming, from authorities
	5

	For what he believed in
	6

	Don’t know
	13

	Other
	21


This overview is a bit rough and ready, because the “Other” category includes the answers of some people who gave one of the reasons listed in this table, but who also added more.  Such answers, however, make up less than 5% of the total.  For further details, see Part 2.
   If we add up the 1st, 3rd and 5th lines of the table, we can see that 21% of people (plus a few in the “Other” line) connected the death of Jesus with sin in some way.  They are right to do so.  The Bible is very specific: Jesus died to pay the price that we deserve to pay for our sin, so that everyone who trusts in him could have God’s forgiveness.  

   Of course, it is true that Jesus’ death was brought about by those who opposed him.  However, by adding up lines 6-9 of the table we can see that 23% of people saw no reason beyond that.  The Bible teaches that God was in control and that Jesus himself, the Son of God, was in control.  It was always their plan for Jesus to suffer on behalf of everyone who would come to him in simple trust.
Q5) Do you, personally, believe he came back to life?

	Response
	%

	No
	48

	Yes
	39

	Don’t know
	12

	Other
	1


65% of people claim to be Christians (see Q1), yet only 39% believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead!  The Bible is very clear that people who do not believe this have no right whatsoever to call themselves Christians.  It says, “if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile” (1 Corinthians 15:17).
IF YES Q6a) What difference does this belief make to you?

	Response
	%

	Some difference claimed, but the nature of it not clearly spelt out
	27

	None
	25

	Demonstrates/assures me of life after death
	7

	Strengthens/sustains me
	7

	Leads me to try to serve him/be good
	5

	Other
	29


(The percentages in this table are not percentages of the total number of people who responded to the survey, but only of those who answered this question.)
   If Jesus is alive today in heaven as the Bible tells us, it means he can hear us when we come to plead with him for mercy and forgiveness, as we need to do.  It also means that a living relationship of trust, love and submission to him is possible.  The Bible teaches us about the ways in which he shows his love to his trusting people here and now.

IF NO Q6b) Would it make any difference to you if you could believe this?

	Response
	%

	No
	43

	(Unanswered)
	15

	Don’t know
	14

	Yes (difference specified)
	16

	Yes (difference unspecified)
	12


(Again, the percentages in this table are not percentages of the total number of people who responded to this survey, but only of those who answered this question.  This question was put to those who said “Don’t know” to Q5 as well as those who said “No”.)
   It certainly should make a lot of difference, for the reasons mentioned above under 6a, and for many other reasons too!  For one thing, if he really has the power to defeat death, then everything he ever said suddenly becomes believable.  And that means, for example, that one day he will come back to this world.  After all – he said so.

Q7) Who do you, personally, believe Jesus was?

	Response
	%

	Son of God
	29

	Just a man
	12

	Prophet 
	6

	Didn’t exist 
	4

	Good man
	2

	Other
	47


The answers people gave to this question were so varied that many of them have to go in the “Other” category.  It’s also likely that many of those “others” would agree with those who said Jesus was just a man, although perhaps remarkable in some way.  For some more examples of answers people gave, see Part 2.

   It’s true that there is more than one correct answer to the question of who Jesus was – and is.  However, that doesn’t mean that there are no wrong answers – that Jesus is whatever we make of him.  As someone put it, the real question is not what we are going to make of him but what he is going to make of us.  Because he is definitely more than a man.  The Christian Church could never even have got started if he was not.
Q8) Why?

	Basis given for view of Jesus
	%

	The Bible alone
	12

	The Bible plus other source(s)
	5

	What I’ve been told/upbringing/schooling
	13

	No answer given/don’t know/merely elaborated answer to Q7
	18

	Other
	52


Some of the answers represented in “Other” may imply that the person responding was relying on the Bible without actually mentioning it.  For example, one person who said that Jesus was the Son of God, when asked why, said that Gabriel told Mary so!  This information is only available to us in the Bible, but of course, we can’t be sure whether the person in question realised that.  This makes it difficult to categorise the answers to Q8.  For more details, see Part 2. 
   The overall impression left by the answers people gave to Qs 7 and 8 is one of great confusion.  The Bible, the Word of God, is the trustworthy source for everything we need to know about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Without even making any Christian assumptions, the four gospel accounts of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection deserve to be taken seriously as eyewitness testimony.  But countless people have come to regard them as something much more special than simply that.  Together with the rest of the Bible, Christians everywhere see them as nothing less than the voice of God, and have experienced his life-changing power as they encounter them.  Why not take a closer look yourself?

Part 2: Further details and notes on the survey results
Please bear in mind that, throughout Part 2, quotations from survey answers do not (necessarily) indicate the precise words of respondents.  They indicate the precise words written on at least one survey sheet by those carrying out the survey.

Q1) Which religion do you belong to, if any?            
	Response
	%

	Church of England
	31.11

	None
	22.22

	Christian(ity)
	17.04

	Roman Catholic
	12.59

	Don’t know
	3.70

	Jehovah’s Witness
	1.48

	Hinduism
	1.48

	Islam
	1.48

	Paganism
	1.48

	Methodist
	1.48

	Mormon
	0.74

	Elim Church
	0.74

	Other
	4.46


Notes: (1) In Part 1, the Mormon and Jehovah’s Witness figures were included in the percentage given for those who claimed to be Christian, because they do.

(2) The 3rd line of the above table includes all those whose answers were recorded as, or as beginning with, the word “Christian” or the word “Christianity”.  Some of these went on to mention a denomination.

(3) The “Don’t know” line includes 3 people (2.22% of the sample) whose answers were recorded as “Maybe Christian”.

Q2) What events are remembered at Easter?

	Event(s) mentioned
	%

	Crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus
	20.00

	Crucifixion only
	16.30

	Resurrection only
	16.30

	Don’t know
	6.67

	Crucifixion and resurrection plus…
	5.93

	Easter eggs
	5.19

	Crucifixion plus…(but not resurrection)
	3.70

	Rebirth of Jesus
	2.22

	Crucifixion and rebirth of Jesus
	1.48

	Jesus in the tomb
	1.48

	Chocolate
	1.48

	Resurrection plus… (but not crucifixion)
	0.74

	Other
	18.51


Notes: (1) In Part 1, the figure given for “Both the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus” was obtained by adding the 1st and 5th rows given here.  Likewise, the Part 1 figures for “The crucifixion of Jesus (resurrection not mentioned)” and “The resurrection of Jesus (crucifixion not mentioned)” were obtained by adding the 2nd and 7th, and 3rd and 12th lines, respectively, of this table.
(2) The “plus” in “Crucifixion and resurrection plus…” includes the following: palm crosses, Mary at the cross, Palm Sunday, the Easter bunny, Lent, Passover.

(3) The “plus” in “Crucifixion plus…” includes the following: Lent, Easter egg hunt.
(4) The “plus” in “Resurrection plus…” represents a single person who referred to the ancient pagan goddess Eostre, after whom Easter is named.

(5) “Other” includes the following:
· Spring                                                

· “Eggs.  Jesus”

· “Rabbits” (answer by a Muslim) 

· “Chocolate and bunnies.  And God”

Q3) How did Jesus die?

3 people (2.22%) mentioned the spear in Jesus’ side, in such a way as to imply that it was this which finished him off, rather than merely proving (by what came out of the wound) that he was already dead.  1 person (0.74%) said that Jesus did not really die.

Q4) Why did Jesus die?

Notes: (1) The “Other” category in the table in Part 1 above includes the following:
· Betrayal

· “To teach us there is resurrection if we believe”

· “For the people”

· Because he was condemned in court

· For sins (no reference to saving) plus betrayal/guilty verdict

· For sins (no reference to saving) plus to give us eternal life

· To reconcile to God by saving from sins

· “For a better life”

· Redemption (necessity, nature and end unspecified)

· Opposition from Jewish authorities plus “solidarity”

· Opposition from Roman authorities plus betrayal

(2) The 1st line of the table in Part 1 (“To save people, with reference made to sin”) includes 2 occurrences of the curious expression “To save our sins”.
(3) The 2nd line of the table in Part 1 (“To save people, with no reference made to sin”) includes one occurrence of “To save our souls” and one of “Ransom mankind”.  It is impossible to say whether those who gave these answers connected them with sin in their own minds.
(4) Some of the answers which referred to opposition from the authorities assigned reasons for this opposition.

(5) The 10th line of the table in Part 1 (“For what he believed in”) should possibly be included in the general category of opposition from authorities, especially since those who gave the answers represented in this line sometimes specified authorities.

(6) Those who said that Jesus died for people nearly always implied that he died for all people; they said it was for “us”, “the world”, etc.

Q5) Do you, personally, believe he came back to life?

Notes: (1) The “Don’t know” category in Part 1 includes a wide range of expressions, which only have in common the fact that they do not indicate certainty, e.g. “I sincerely hope…”, “I do not think so”, “I think so”, “Would like to” etc.
(2) The “Other” category contains 1 person who didn’t answer and 1 whose answer was represented on the sheet in the words “Only the disciples could see him”.

IF YES Q6a) What difference does this belief make to you?

Notes: (1) The 1st line of the table in Part 1 (“Some difference claimed, but the nature of it not clearly spelt out”) includes, as examples, the following:

· “Transform my life”

· “It means alot”

· “Everything”

· “A big difference shows how amazing”

· “I have a religion to believe”

· “brings healing”

(2) The “None” category includes 1 occurrence of “Very little”, since the person who gave this answer did not specify any actual difference.

(3) The “Other” category includes the following:

· “Better than him just dying”

· Demonstrates/assures me that there is a God

· “Not all about sin.  Christian values, about doing good”

· “It did when I was young”

· Demonstrates/assures me that he is trustworthy

IF NO Q6b) Would it make any difference to you if you could believe this?

	Response
	%

	No
	43.21

	(Unanswered)
	14.81

	Don’t know
	13.58

	Yes (difference unspecified)
	12.35

	Yes – it would show there is life after death
	4.94

	Yes – I would have to re-examine my foundations
	2.47

	Yes – I would have to be a Christian
	1.23

	Yes – I would be more likely to follow a religion
	1.23

	Yes – it would show Jesus had supernatural power
	1.23

	Yes – it would prove Jesus’ death had a point
	1.23

	Yes – it would make me believe in him more than I already do
	1.23

	Yes – there would be something to hang onto
	1.23

	Yes – if Jesus could rise from the dead he could return to this world
	1.23


Notes: (1) The percentages in the above table are not of the whole sample but only of those who answered this question.
(2) The “Don’t know” category includes all shades of uncertainty, e.g. “Don’t think it would”, “Probably not”, “Probably”, “Possibly”, etc.

Q7) Who do you, personally, believe Jesus was? and Q8) Why?   
The table below shows some more examples of answers to both these questions, set out alongside each other to make the connections people made between Q7 answers and Q8 answers visible.

	View of Jesus (Q7 answer)
	Basis given (Q8 answer)
	%

	Spiritual healer
	No other explanation
	0.74

	Didn’t exist
	I was put off religion by a priest
	0.74

	Messiah
	Son of God
	0.74

	Spirit plus man
	No reason
	0.74

	Poor man
	Experience of life
	0.74

	Itinerant preacher
	Bible plus other sources
	0.74

	God-Man
	Bible plus Church plus experience
	0.74

	Someone sent from God
	No meaning in life otherwise
	0.74

	Son of God
	Experience plus Bible 
	0.74

	Myth
	(Unanswered)
	2.22

	Man with strong convictions
	People follow him
	0.74

	Prophet
	He was very clever
	0.74

	Just a man
	Science
	0.74

	Nice guy
	(Q7 answer reiterated)
	0.74

	Prophet
	He taught
	1.48

	Rumour
	Sceptical about his power
	0.74

	Leader
	(Q7 answer elaborated)
	0.74

	Saviour
	(Q7 answer elaborated)
	1.48

	Man who thought himself the Son of God
	(Q7 answer elaborated)
	1.48

	Prophet
	(Q7 answer elaborated)
	0.74

	A maker of mankind
	(Unanswered)
	0.74

	Mary’s son
	Don’t know
	0.74

	Man, and maker of heaven and hell
	Reincarnation
	0.74

	Representation of many people’s hopes/expectations
	Gospels not meant as simple history
	0.74

	Just a man
	Historical skills
	0.74

	Didn’t exist
	Science
	0.74

	Good man
	C of E upbringing then questioning it
	0.74

	Rabbi and rebel
	(Q7 answer elaborated)
	0.74

	Saviour
	Church
	0.74

	Remarkable man
	Bible
	0.74

	Son of God
	Don’t know
	5.93

	The first socialist
	His preaching
	0.74

	Scientist
	There are now explanations for a lot of what he did
	0.74

	The Father
	He’s powerful
	0.74

	Prophet, clever person, politician
	Bible
	0.74

	“God’s child – but we’re all God’s children”
	Been told
	

	Real person, but also representation of all that’s good
	Upbringing plus experience
	0.74

	Son of God
	Gabriel told Mary so!
	0.74

	Just a man
	Story has changed over years
	0.74


Notes: (1) The elements in combined answers (answers containing the word “plus”) are given in the order in which they appeared on the completed sheets, which with reasonable certainty can be regarded as the order in which people mentioned them.

(2) Many people seemed not to understand Q8.
